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ICL@YHC, an affiliate of Young Harris 
College and the Elderhostel Institute 
Network, provides a forum for mature 

adults who have an interest in intellectual 
stimulation and cultural enrichment. It is 
a not-for-profit, all-volunteer organization 
and all members are invited to serve on 

the Executive Board.  

 
by Ann Cahill  
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 Some of us have wondered if there are things we 

can do for Young Harris College as a means of 
expressing our appreciation for the many ways the 
College benefits ICL. Louisa Franklin, English Professor 
and YHC representative to our Executive Board has 
offered the following suggestions: 

 
1. ICL can support our IDEAS (Intellectual 

Development and Enrichment through the Arts and 
Sciences). These programs of educational and cultural 
content are scattered throughout the year, with 
approximately twelve per semester; most free of charge. 
Dates and times for the programs can be found on a link 
from the YHC home page at www.yhc.edu.  

2. ICL can support our intercollegiate athletic 
events. Men’s and women’s soccer teams, as well as 
men’s and women’s cross country teams, keep a fall 
schedule. Our women’s soccer team won the National 
Championship in two-year college soccer last year. The 
women are coached by Kathy Brown, whose husband, 
Barry, coaches the cross country teams. The men’s 
soccer team is coached by Mark McKeever of Scotland. 
Schedules for athletic events can be found online. In the 
spring baseball, softball, tennis, and golf are played. Our 
baseball team was invited to the World Series of two-
year college baseball in Colorado last spring. 

3. The College is beginning an instrumental band 
program this fall. ICL members are invited to the group’s 
performances, which will be announced on the College 
website. 

4. ICL members have the opportunity to support the 
College by spreading the “good word” about YHC to 
their friends and relatives, particularly those of college 
age. Names of students who may be interested in 
attending the College should be given to the admissions 
office. 

5. ICL can support the College through financial 
gifts. Contributions may be sent to the President’s Office 
or to the Advancement Office. 

 
I know that many of you take advantage of the 

cultural opportunities provided by the College. Maybe 
we can also support YHC in some of the other ways 
listed above. 

����������������  
 

 
 

by Jennifer Cordier 
 

The Plant Rescue Project is not a new idea and is 
certainly not unique to north Georgia and western North 
Carolina. The Georgia Native Plant Society has had an active 
Plant Rescue Project for many years and has been successfully 
working with developers and landowners in the Atlanta area to 
preserve and protect native plants. The United Plant Savers, a 
national organization with offices in Vermont, has been active 
since the early 1990’s, initiating programs designed to 
preserve important wild medicinal plants. Many concerned 
individuals have “rescued” plants about to be bulldozed and 
have created native plant sanctuaries on their property. As the 
north Georgia and western North Carolina mountains 
experience rapid development and triple-digit population 
growth, it is essential that attention be turned to our mountain 
eco-systems and our native plant habitats. 

The Preservation Committee of the Community Council 
of the Georgia Mountain Research and Education Center 
(GMREC) was formed in 2004, setting a goal to protect and 
preserve the native plants in our area which includes Union, 
Fannin and Towns counties in Georgia as well as Cherokee 
and Clay counties in North Carolina. The committee is 
pursuing that goal through community education and 
community action. Native plant demonstration gardens and 
trails at the GMREC as well as free seminars and bi-monthly 
newspaper articles serve the education arm of the Preservation 
Committee. The Plant Rescue Project aids education and 
follows through with community action. Here’s how the Plant 
Rescue Project works: 

1. Volunteers: The Plant Rescue Team is comprised of 
volunteers who are interested in preserving native plants and 
are willing to survey development property and help move 
plants that may be in “harm’s way”. The team works with 
landowners to identify important plants on the property before 
the property is under-brushed and the building site cleared. 
Too often valuable plants such as flame azalea, lady’s slippers, 
Carolina allspice, and sourwood and dogwood trees are 
needlessly destroyed when a site survey can save or re-locate 
those plants. 

2. Developers and Landowners: Property owners contact 
the Plant Rescue Project to request a site survey. 

3. Permission: A Plant Rescue Team facilitator meets 
with the property owner to obtain written permission to 
conduct a site survey and to set a survey date. 

4. Site Survey: Members of the Plant Rescue Team 
conduct a survey of the property, flagging those trees, shrubs 
and plants that are important and valuable to the property and 
to the property owner. 

5. Plant Rescue: The Plant Rescue Team sets a date with 
the land owner to visit the site and remove any plants that are 
in “harm’s way” and that can be successfully transplanted to a 
safe haven like the demonstration gardens at the GMREC. 

For more information about the Plant Rescue Project 
contact: Jennifer Cordier (706-745-9317/ivylog@alltel.net), 
Glen Henderson (706-745-1840/abletinker@aol.com) or Joyce 
Hall (706-781-9816/joycehall113@hotmail.com). 

WHAT CAN ICL  
DO FOR YHC? 
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by Rod Chamberlain 
 

Wow! What a day July 12 was: an exciting ICL Double Header! Many of us ICLers have the fortitude – and sturdy 
enough backsides – to take two courses a day, but the summer courses, often taught by active Young Harris faculty 
members, seem to be of a special intensity, so two courses a day makes for special excitement. 

The Double Header on July 12 was Session 2 of a two-part poetry class in the morning and the second session of the 
Golden Age of Radio class right after lunch. 

The poetry class was special indeed: it was taught by Louisa Franklin, who combines the enthusiasm of a cheerleader 
with the knowledge of a Solon. And it dealt with a special type of poetry which Louisa called “Ekphrasis” - verse inspired 
by something visual: a painting, a Grecian Urn, the shield of Achilles, that 
sort of thing. 

The Golden Age of Radio was taught by Dr. Ron Roach, who teaches 
Communication and Public Speaking to Young Harris students and who, 
just as a hobby, is a student and fan of old-time radio.  He’s probably 
thirty-five years old, and there he stood at the head of a class of twenty-
five ICLers whose average age was in the seventies.  The youngster led us 
graybeards down a nostalgic path of comedy, of drama, of excitement and 
mystery. 

So what’s the result of the Poetry/Radio Double Header? Look out! 
Here comes Poetry on the subject of Radio. 

 
The Radio – a la Wordsworth 

  
Oh, maple clad orb with gleaming eye 
Which on yon table stands, 
Speak, oh Philco, of times gone by,  
Speak Zenith, Capehart and other brands. 
  
Tell us, thou oracle of the Golden Age, 
Through Styron’s voice and Murrow’s 
How fiercely World War Two did wage.  
You made our brows to furrow. 
  
But also thou hast made us smile 
With shows like Bergen and Jack Benny. 
Amos ‘n’ Andy, oh, what grand style! 
The chuckles, they were many. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Radio – apologies to W. W. Auden  
  

You 
Imp, radio! 

Didn’t you delight 
In being the first to tell 

Of tragedy and world crises, 
Winking the EYE wickedly? 
Of course, you also chilled 
Us with the Inner Sanctum, 
With I Love a Mystery and 
Chandu, the Magician and 
You thrilled us with shows 
Like The Lone Ranger and 
Orson Welles’ Playhouse. 
You tickled us with comics 
Jack Benny, Amos ‘n Andy, 
Red Skelton, Myrt ‘n Marge. 
We cried to Guiding Light, 
One Life and Mary Noble. 

Oh, yes, it was a Golden Age indeed. 

________________________________________________________________________________ 
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by Bobbi Tower 
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by Ethelwyn Bowen 
 

There was discussion over whether “Inaugural” or 
“First Annual” would best represent the effort to 
produce the Sky Hawk Mountain Fourth of July Parade. 
No matter. It came off wonderfully. 

It consisted of a color guard: Bob in 
an Uncle Sam hat carrying a flag poking 
his belly; a marching band; Kathy slapping 
a tambourine on her hip and blowing a 
penny whistle; a float; Red on a mini-
tractor pulling a trailer on which Elizabeth, recently 
turned 90, crowned, sat on her garden-chair throne 
and threw red and white peppermint candy to the 
crowd; and a mounted escort: Barbara, riding a stick 
with a toy horse’s head on one end and a mop on the 
other. The float had crepe paper rosettes and balloons 
and a large sign saying “Inaugural…:” 

Now, the logistics were elaborate. Dorothy, also 90, 
was too frail to attend. So the parade made a special pre-
parade pass past her house. I, too, was a bit frail, so Mary 
collected me in the van and set me a chair by what may be 
called the reviewing stand. A dribble of paint on the road 
indicated where the crowd should stay; Mary was crowd-

control officer. One spectator was Olivia 
who had one ankle in a cast and was pulled 
to the parade in a child’s wagon, 
appropriately decorated to observe the 

significance of the day. 
The press was there. Joan delightedly took lots of 

pictures and noted lots of names. We all look forward to her 
effusions in next week’s paper. 

There really was a “crowd.” There had been 
speculation that there would be perhaps more people in the 
parade than watching it. After all, Sky Hawk is not so very 
thickly populated. But there were many, perhaps 30 or 40, 
many of whom to my chagrin I hadn’t known. 

Beyond doubt, a rich tradition has been, yes, 
inaugurated. Plans already gleam in local eyes. A Grand 
Marshall has been designated. Traffic on our one-way loop 
road will be backed up for miles. 

_________________________________________ 
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by Julia Beeman 
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by Tom McKevitt 
 

� I’m a retired yet incorrigible teacher. I taught Japanese and lectured on Japanese history and culture for nearly 19 
years. I’m of Irish ancestry and a Bostonian who adopted Georgia as my home 27 years ago. First – as retirement now 
allowed – for the fun of it, I got into genealogy and traced my Irish ancestry back to 1208 AD. Along the way, I noticed a 
heavy presence in Georgia of Irish names, both in place names and surnames. And I was astonished at what I found. 

 Georgia’s Dougherty County was named, I learned, for John Dougherty, a resident of Athens. 
Once of prominent influence, the O’Dochartaigh Clann was crushed in 1608 following an uprising in 
Derry protesting British oppression.  

 There is Dade County, in both Georgia and Florida, and that was of special interest to me. The 
name is more apt to be found in the northernmost regions of Ireland as Daid. Insert a ‘v’ and see the 
name ‘David’ for O’Dochartaigh Clann Chieftain Daibheid (David) O’Dochartaigh – the surname 
Anglicized now to O’Doherty – who was killed in clan warfare in 1208 AD at the hands of O’Cahan 

(O’Kane) Clann warriors. To honor his heroism his sons would forever after be known as Sons of David: first seen as 
MacDaibheid, later MacDavitt, McDevitt, MacEvitt, McAvitt, McCavitt and finally, in my case, McKevitt.   

 Altogether, I counted 24 Georgia counties with Irish names. There are place names such as McDonough, 
Dublin, Hagan, and Gilmer (a variation of Gilmore and meaning ‘Devotee of Mary,’ as in Blessed Virgin Mary), 
and there is Fannin, also found in Ireland as ‘Fanning.’ And there are McDuffie, MacIntosh, Dooly, Carroll, 
Grady, and Glynn counties. 

Some place names include Leary, Logan, McCaysville, McDonough, Shannon (originally the pagan 
goddess Sionan), Tyrone, Dublin, Leary, and Logan. As to Irish surnames, I find in North Georgia names such 
as Collins, Sullivan, Shields, McConnell (spelled in Irish as MacDhomhniall with the ‘dh’ and the ‘mh’ rendered silent, and 
meaning Son of Daniel), McClure, Milholland (a variation of Mulholland, a devotee of St. Calann), Gilliland, Callaghan 
(from O’Ceallachain, for eponymous ancestor Ceallachain, King of Munster, who died circa 952 AD), Murphy (meaning 
sea warrior), and O’Neal – to name only a few. 
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Oct. 4 – Chamber Music Concert, M. Gao, S. Liu, C. 
DeFoor, Glenn, 8 pm 
 

Oct. 5, 19, 26 & Nov. 2 - Cosmic Concert 58, Rollins 
Planetarium, 8 pm 
 

Oct. 18 – Faculty Art Show Opening, Campus Gate Art 
Gallery, 7 pm 
 

Oct. 20 – CROP Walk, Cross Country Trail, 2 pm 
 

Oct. 20 – YHC Instrumental Ensemble Concert, Glenn, 
8 pm 
 

Oct. 23 – John Lane & Betsy Teeter Sellers Lecture, 
Chapel, 8 pm 
 

Oct. 26 – YHC Women's Soccer Hosts Region XVII 
Tournament 
 

Oct. 27 – YHC Men's Soccer Hosts Region XVII 
Tournament 
 

Oct. 31 – Modern Day Saints Service, Sharp Memorial 
UMC, 7 pm 
 

Nov. 5 – Angela Pastore & Eric Spencer Shaw Lecture 
 

Nov. 7 to 10 – Theatre YHC Presents “The Skin of Our 
Teeth,” Dobbs, 8 pm 
 

Nov. 14 – Thanksgiving Chapel Service, Chapel, 7 pm 
 

Nov. 16, 30 & Dec. 7, 14 - ‘Tis the Season, Rollins 
Planetarium, 8 pm 
 

Nov. 19 – Davar Ardalan, My Name is Iran, Ragsdale 
Lecture, Glenn, 8 pm 
 

Nov. 28 – Advent Chapel & Christmas Tree Lighting 
Service, Chapel, 7 pm 
 

Dec. 4 – YHC Choir Fall Concert, Glenn, 8 pm 
 

Dec. 5 – Christmas Chapel Service, Chapel, 7 pm 

ICL FALL NEWSLETTER 


