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ICL@YHC, an affiliate of Young Harris 
College and the Elderhostel Institute 
Network, provides a forum for mature 

adults who have an interest in intellectual 
stimulation and cultural enrichment. It is 
a not-for-profit, all-volunteer organization 
and all members are invited to serve on 

the Executive Board.  

 
 

by Jo Carolyn Beebe 
 

"Do you want to take all these skillets with 
you?" 

"Oh, no, but I use this one for frying potatoes 
and this one for cooking cornbread, and this one 
for eggs . . . ." 

"Do we have to take this red bucket?" 
"I want to take that!  Daddy always kept sugar 

in it." 
"Mother, do you really need to take all this material?" 
"Yes, when I get to Georgia, I'm just going to sit and dip snuff and quilt." 
Thus it went for eight days as John and I prepared to move my 92 year old mother 

from Mississippi to Brasstown Manor in Hiawassee. 
My parents were married for 54 years, and since Daddy's death in 1988, Mother 

lived alone in the house Daddy built for them - six rooms with two baths, full basement, 
enclosed breezeway, two-car garage.  I know now where I got my pack-rat mentality.  I 
think Mother saved every greeting card she ever received, as well as letters and pictures 
drawn by grandchildren and great-grandchildren over the past 46 years; and that's okay.  
We found some treasures.  I've especially enjoyed reading notes inserted between pages 
of Daddy's Bible, and little poems he quoted when teaching Sunday School.  I never 
knew that about my dad.  Then there were the boxes of bank statements and canceled 
checks and bills marked "paid."  There were Daddy's carpentry tools.  And on and on 
went the sorting and decision-making.  I invited my cousins to come one day to pick out 
a memento.  Lucky me, I have 25 first cousins on Mother's side of the family.  One took 
the dining room suite, one took a bedroom suite, one took the fruit jars.  It didn't hurt 
nearly so much having relatives take the family possessions that just wouldn't fit into 
Mother's new three-room apartment. 

We met the moving van at Brasstown Manor and with the help of one of our 
daughters and her friend, we unpacked boxes and arranged furniture.  Mother directed 
the placement of the various items.  It took two days, and then we sat back and 
congratulated ourselves on creating such a cute apartment for Mother/Grandmother. 

On the third day we left her alone while we ran errands.  When we returned, she was 
rearranging the kitchen.  The fourth day when we went to check on her, she had moved 
furniture around - we hope with the help of the maintenance man.  I was upset; but 
someone reminded me she needs to do this to retain her independence and make this her 
own home.  So, Mother is changing from a Mississippi Magnolia to a Georgia Peach. 

It's good to have Mother living ten minutes away from us rather than seven hours 
away; and what fun it is to get her talking about her childhood. She's a great storyteller.  
She learned that from her father.  Maybe that's why I love to write stories - but mine are 
mostly fiction.  Hers are true...I think. 

I hasten to add, Mother doesn't dip snuff.  That's just another one of her tales. 

The Queen and Princess 
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Exciting Times Ahead 
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Update from Cathy Cox (continued from page 4) 
 

a significant number of search committees over the past month as candidates for 
faculty positions in theatre, speech and biology have been to campus along with 
candidates for the position of VP of Student Development. Search committees are 
narrowing the field for a new VP of Campus Technology (to head up our information 
technology operations) and for faculty positions in history, sociology, education, and 
business/public policy. 

We have also spent a great deal of time considering our options for athletics as 
a four-year college, and have narrowed our consideration to NCAA Division II or 
Division III. Both require five sports for men and five sports for  women, which we 
could meet by adding men's tennis—but both also require a winter sport, which most 
likely moves men’s and women’s basketball to the forefront of our discussions. You'll 
hear more about this in coming weeks. 

All in all, as Dr. Ron Roach said the other day, every day of the week, some 
group is meeting on our campus to decide something important to the future of YHC. 
It is an exciting time to be here - and we welcome your input as we make the 
decisions that really will shape our future. 

 
 

 

 
 

by John Roberts 
 

 Last year’s infamous Easter Freeze and the following 
extended drought and hot summer have placed major stresses 
on our mountain flora and fauna.  The extra warm first quarter 
lured our trees into late spring activities and the green wave 
was well up the mountain slopes by early April.   This 
progress was abruptly stopped by five successive nights with 
lows in the mid to low 20’s.    Leaves, buds and flowers were 
killed on plants roughly below 3000 feet while plants at higher 
elevations were still dormant and appeared mostly unharmed.  
They still were not out of the woods as they faced the rest of 
the year’s sad story, drought and heat. 

 During the next weeks the damaged trees dropped 
their dead leaves and started over again, using precious energy 

reserves and already low water 
resources to do so.  Those trees 
above the “kill zone” proceeded 
almost on schedule.  These events 
created two separate populations of 
trees, those below and those above 

the zone.  Instead of being only a few days apart in their 
development, they were about three to four weeks apart. Many 
experts accurately predicted drastic economic losses to apples, 
blueberries, peaches and other crops.  It will be a long time 
before we know how much damage our forests have incurred 
or will suffer from the freeze and subsequent drought and heat. 

 The effects of the extended and 
worsening drought were very visible as 
the long hot summer progressed.  Trees 
on the steepest slopes and those 
growing in the rockiest areas started 
losing leaves in late summer and many 
just “shut down” due to the combined 
stresses.  Those who thought the fall 
colors would be poor due to the bad year were surprised by a 
“double feature” show of exceptionally pretty leaves.   

 Some preliminary signs suggest we are likely to still 
have some problems.  December had enough warm days to 
foster some premature bud swelling and wildflower sprouting, 
a recipe for cold snap damage.  Many oaks that normally hold 
their leaves until the spring buds push them off have already 
lost many of them toward the top of the trees.  I suspect that 
drought-related water shortages may have hampered the 
formation of the bonds between the leaves and twigs 
particularly those most distal from the meager water supply.  It 
will be interesting to watch for evidence of other 
consequences as spring arrives. 
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Judy Baldwin, Vice President  - Judy, a native of Coral Gables, FL, began her career as a registered 
nurse and faculty member at the University of Hawaii and then the University of Miami.  Positions in 
marketing with American Hospital Supply and AT&T followed.  In Florida, she and husband Hank had 
exceptional next door neighbors -- Jean and Lew Caputa.  When the Caputas moved to the North Georgia 
mountains, Judy and Hank visited them and fell in love with the place.  Hank retired in 1997 and the 
Baldwins (and family cat, Motley) settled in Blairsville.  They love the mountains and are still good friends 
with the Caputas.     Since moving to Blairsville, Judy has enjoyed many ICL classes and completed a 

graduate degree in library science from Florida State University.  She is passionate about reading, gardening and tropical 
botany; however, visits from her three grandchildren always take priority.  
  
John Cheek, Member at Large  - If asked to summarize his life according to place, John would say, 
“Arkansas, Tennessee, Parris Island, Hawaii, Georgia, Florida, and Georgia again.”  After a 40-year career 
trying to change the skylines of Atlanta and Tampa, John is happy to have retired to Blairsville, only two 
hours from his children and grandchildren and only 20 minutes from Young Harris and ICL. John enjoys 
reading biography and history, researching his ancestors, bird watching, and meeting friends for lunch.  His 
ICL favorites are classes taught by John Kay, Jim Hale, Kay Lake, Ben Kennedy, and, most recently, Jo 
Carolyn Beebe.  His wife Jane particularly enjoys the art and poetry classes. 

 
Maurice Farabee, Member at Large - One thing you can never say about Maurice is that he has been stuck in 
a rut.  His career has ranged from Army Air Corps pilot (1943-45), through 30 years as an FBI agent, to his 
“retirement” occupation as a cattle farmer in Blairsville.  He may list cattle farming as his occupation, but it is clear 
that community service is his real passion.  With his late wife Ann he was, and still is, a mainstay of the Union County 
Historical Society.  He was project manager for much of the restoration of the Old Union County Courthouse. In March 
1997, the Georgia House of Representatives passed a resolution commending the Farabees for their outstanding service 
with the Historical Society and for their efforts in preserving the history and culture of Union County and the North 

Georgia area. In March 2002, the Farabees were given the Governor’s Award in the Humanities. 
  
Jim Holliman, Member at Large  - Jim and wife Barbara retired to Hiawassee 15 years ago 
where Jim says he enjoys spending time with Barbara and their dog Holly and “taking ICL classes, hiking, 
and traveling.”  After a 37-year career as an Eastern Airlines pilot, however, including a 4½-year stay in 
Saudi Arabia, Jim may see “travel” somewhat differently from most people - unless they have lived in 
Europe and the Near- and Far-East as the Hollimans have.  Over the years Jim developed a serious 
wanderlust.  The next scheduled trip will be a St. Lawrence River cruise in May. Jim brings his world-
traveler expertise to ICL classes of which his favorites are the history courses.  “History was my least 
favorite subject,” he says, “but the teachers up here are so good.”   

  
Patti Kay, Member at Large  - Patti Hoover Kay is the wife of John Kay whom she met when they were 
both students at Drew Theological School in Madison, NJ.  She earned a B.A. from Emory & Henry College 
in Virginia and an M.Ed. from North Georgia College. After coming to Young Harris in 1967, Patti first taught 
in a private kindergarten, and then was asked to establish the first public school kindergarten in Towns 
County.  Subsequently, she taught in the Fannin County school system for 10 years.  A music lover, Patti 
was choir director, accompanist, or both in churches John served prior to Sharp Memorial. Many area 
residents know Patti from her 14 years as owner and operator of the Book Nook in Blairsville.  Since 

retirement in 2003 she has spent her time reading, sewing, baking, drawing, in volunteer activities, taking ICL classes, and 
reminding John of his appointments and meetings.  Patti and John are blessed with one daughter, two sons, two 
granddaughters, and one cat. 
  
Tom McKevitt, Member at Large  - Tom graduated from Georgetown University’s School of Foreign 
Service and earned his M.A. at Georgetown’s School of Languages and Linguistics.  An honors graduate of 
the Army Language School, he served over five years in Japan and Korea, assigned first to the 11th Airborne 
Division, and later to the 500th Military Intelligence Group. After taking his undergraduate degree, Tom was 
on staff at the National Republican Congressional Committee as a news release and speech writer.  He left 
politics after his Master’s degree for a career in manufacturing marketing.  A 1987 career change brought 
him to Emory University where he taught Japanese until his retirement in 2005.  During his teaching career 
Tom often lectured on subjects such as “Doing Business with the Japanese,” and “The History and Culture of the Japanese.” 
Tom now makes his home in Fannin County where he “reads and writes and looks after his and Becky’s dogs and cats. 
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by Bobbi Tower 
�

So what’s been happening with you?  
Are you keeping it a secret from other 
ICLers?  Not many have shared with me this 
time.  I do have a few tidbits though. 

Jane Cheek  reported she and John 
never do anything.  They did manage a cruise in November to 
celebrate their 30th anniversary. (They must be younger than me.)  
They spent ten days cruising the Hawaiian Islands.  Their 
anniversary is April Fool’s Day, so I guess it’s a surprise they went 
at all.  I just heard her talking about another trip this spring.  Just 
can’t tell about these quiet ones. 

Many of us go to Florida for a part of the winter.   Betsy & 
Rod Chamberlain  made more of an adventure of it than usual.  
They visited with another GA/FL friend and went kayaking in the 
mangrove swamps, eco-touring on Gasparilla Sound and bicycling 
on Boca Grande.  Active retirees aren’t they! 

Also in Florida are our pianists extraordinaire, Nancy & 
Paul Teryl .  They’re spending a few months sharing their 
“spacious” 5th wheeler with their two cats, One and Two.  The cats 
were strays here and have certainly become part of the family, 
vacation and all!  They, Paul & Nancy that is, have played 
concerts in Ft. Lauderdale and Savannah on their way home for 
Easter.  Paul said they’re planning an ICL course for the fall term.  
I certainly hope so!  It’s not to be missed if at all possible! 

Bona & Jane Allen  attended a Memorial Tribute for Jane’s 
father, Mac King, in Bristol, TN in February. The tribute was 
sponsored by the Appalachian Culture Music Assn. in recognition 
for his role in having Bristol declared the Birthplace of Country 
Music by the Tennessee State Legislature.  He was a business, 
community and church leader in Bristol for many years. 

I had lunch with former ICLers Roberta & Tom Young in 
January at their Florida home.  They really like where they’re living!  
Jan & Norm Bennett  did a trip with them to Panama. They rode 
thru the Canal, stayed at a mountain coffee plantation and added 
26 new birds to their life list.  They’re now at an even 1,000.  
WOW!  I’m impressed.  Lou Laux says they only have 9000 to go! 

Speaking of the Youngs and the Lauxes, it’s been suggested 
that my next column be about some former ICLers who’ve moved 
away.  I know a lot of us stay in touch with some of them.  How 
about a note to let us know what they’re doing in their exile from 
our beauteous mountains? 

Towns County Commissioner Bill Kendall presented Dorothy 
& Gene Roberts  with a Certificate of Community Service for 
their efforts and support of the Adopt-A-Highway program on 
Fodder Creek Road. 

That’s all folks.  Be back with more ICL news in the summer 
newsletter. 

�	

��	

��	

��	

�� ���
����
����

����
  
 

 
February 2008 Issue - It's official! The past month 
brought new life to campus with the re-opening of the 
Grace Rollins Campus Restaurant and the Campus 
Gate Art Gallery. 

The interior renovation of the Campus Gate 
Gallery is spectacular, and the work of artist Carol 
LeBaron was perfect for our first "official" exhibit in the 
new gallery space. The gallery is open most 
afternoons, so I hope you'll drop in to take a look - 
both at the artists’ work and the great gallery space. We hope to tackle the 
outside of the gallery building during the summer to give the entire building a 
new look. 

I was present on Monday morning, January 21, when the first students 
came through the door of the new dining hall (Jennifer Martin, our Aramark 
Food Service Director, will correct you if you call it the dining hall now - it is 
the Grace Rollins Campus Restaurant). Most students stopped dead in their 
tracks, their mouths fell open, and the word of the day was most definitely 
"Awesome!" Students, faculty and staff have flocked back to the Rollins 
Restaurant for a great selection of food, an incredibly updated and polished 
appearance, and very friendly serving staff. Be sure and check out the new 
waffle irons! 

Our heartiest congratulations and thanks to Jennifer Martin and her staff 
for the weeks they hauled food down to Sharp Memorial United Methodist 
Church to feed our students during the renovation, and our thanks to our 
friends at Sharp as well for giving us use of their fellowship hall so the 
renovations could be conducted mid-year. 

I hope that these two projects will give you a taste of what is to come! As 
we move toward four-year status, we'll be working with our master planners to 
evaluate the use and condition of every building on campus. We will be 
making decisions this month on new student housing - which will have to be 
under construction by this summer in order to house students in the fall of 
2009. More updates on that soon. 

The human side of our campus is changing, too. We have placed 
advertisements for hiring eight new faculty members. By this summer we'll fill 
positions for our concert band and in theatre, biology, history, business/public 
policy, sociology, education, and speech communications. The response to 
our ads has been very strong, so we believe there will be a strong field of 
applicants from which we can choose. 

We also have advertised for a full-time academic advisor, as we change 
the current advising program into a more structured one with permanent staff. 
We will also soon be advertising for a new director of information technology, 
a new public relations director, and an additional advancement staffer. 

Stay tuned as more details unfold. This is an exciting time for YHC. I am 
glad you are part of it. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
March 2008 Issue - The plans for the transition of YHC into a four-year college 
have been clicking along at a very rapid pace in the past month, and much of 
our time has been spent learning from folks with expertise. 

We have had meetings with the Deans of North Georgia College's 
School of Education and Georgia State University’s School of Business to 
discuss our proposed majors in these fields, and we have been given great 
advice from these “pros”. Our Planning and Assessment Council (PAC) and 
Student Development staff had a day-long planning retreat with a number of 
faculty members at which we discussed the integration of academics and 
student development activities with guidance from Presbyterian College's VP 
of Student Affairs. 

Staff of our Advancement Office has joined me at seminars on running 
capital campaigns, and a regional conference on all aspects of fundraising, 
alumni engagement, and special event planning. 

We have employed lawyers to help us review our entire Guide to 
Student Life and all faculty policies that are to be considered for adoption by 
the Cabinet by this summer. 

Our Master Planning team has continued its work with further 
assistance from a specialized consulting firm, Brailsford and Dunlavey, from 
Washington, DC, which is evaluating exactly what number of “beds” we need 
to build in our new student housing, what types of rooms we should design, 
and where this first new building should be located. Those decisions will likely 
be completed this month. 

Many of our faculty, staff and administrators have been involved in 
continued on page 2 

Reprinted with permission from Young Harris College’s Mountain Lines 
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by Lou Laux 
 

CHNOPS?  Yes, CHNOPS!  Now sound the C as an S suggesting a pronunciation dear to 
anyone of German Lutheran heritage (as I am) and you have an easily remembered anagram!  
CHNOPS.  Why CHNOPS?   

·  The C is for carbon as in carbon dioxide (CO2), that pesky gas which is approximately 
0.03% of the air we breathe, but the primary “greenhouse” gas on everybody’s mind these days.  

·  The H is for hydrogen as in water (H2O).  
·  The N is for nitrogen which is almost 80% of the air we breathe.  
·  The O is for oxygen – about 20% of the air we breathe.  
·  The P is for phosphorus which occurs commonly as phosphate (PO4) in the soil and 

water.  
·  The S is for sulfur as in hydrogen sulfide (H2S) and sulfur dioxide (SO2), a couple of additional trace atmospheric 

gases (much less than carbon dioxide), and also as sulfate (SO4) which again occurs commonly in the soil and water.  
So, put CHNOPS in your memory bank and let’s continue our narrative with an Earthly paradox.  
   Do you remember from your high school or college biology what six chemical elements are most basic to the major 

molecules of life, i.e., the carbohydrates, proteins, fats, and the stuff of the hereditary genes?  It is necessary to possess 
all six of these basic elements, as described above in their many forms, to be alive. Yes, the most basic chemical 
elements of life are the same as the six basic chemical elements that provide Earth’s physical conditions for life’s 
existence! In other words, CHNOPS is a proverbial two-edged sword - both life’s substance and its physical venue. But 
there is more to this Earthly paradox.  

   All living organisms continuously exchange all of their chemical elements with the comparable chemical elements 
that are integral to the Earth’s physical conditions. In other words, life’s substance and physical venue are 
interchangeable.  Life’s substance is recycled  from the same elements that provide Earth’s physical conditions.  The air 
you breathe today could very well have been part of your body in the past or again in the future.  Since these basic 
chemical elements are literally the same as those that become the initial ‘food’ of life, nutrient cycling is the term used for 
this biological exchange. 

   Now remember that the energy from the Sun which enters and literally powers the living world (the metabolism of 
life) cannot be retrieved and renewed. It flows through the living world, changing and degrading as it goes until in its final 
stage it is ‘lost’ as heat into space. Energy flow from the sun cannot be recycled, but the basic chemical elements of life 
continuously recycle through each individual life, including each of us.  

   How is it then that carbon dioxide along with the nitrogen, phosphorus and sulfur oxides as well as hydrogen 
sulfide, all ‘naturally’ exchanged elements between life and Earth’s environment, are now considered ‘pollutants’? The 
simple and paradoxical answer is there is now just too much of a good thing . Yes, you read correctly: the elements that 
are integral to the natural exchange between Earth’s life and Earth’s physical environment are now in global excess!  How 
can that be?  At the moment, scientific and media attention is focused on fossil fuel combustion, but it leaves unanswered 
the question: what is it about fossil fuel combustion that significantly adds carbon dioxide, etc. to the once balanced 
exchange between the substance of life and the physical venue cited above?  Stay tuned. 
 
 
    

 

 
 

by Julia Beeman 
 

       Who better to tell us about freedom than the newly 
elected president of Russia? Dmitri Medvedev, who, we can 
only hope, despite current President Putin's protest to the 
contrary, will be the good cop to his prime minister's bad cop, 
was quoted recently in the New York Times:  

   "Freedom is better than non-freedom. These words     
are the quintessence of human experience...The talk here 
is about freedom in all of its manifestations: about personal 
freedom, about economic freedom and at last about 
freedom of self-expression...Freedom is inseparable from 
the actual recognition of the power of law by citizens." 

       Considering his route to power, and the long history 
behind him, these are bold words indeed, if not so profound. 
However, we can remember that our own freedom, relative as 
it may be, has been bought dearly, and must be defended 
again and again, not necessarily by war, but still at great cost, 
and sometimes even among ourselves. 

Our constitution provides for us a balanced government, 
based upon ideas evolved from early Greek democracy and 
the Roman Republic. Trouble ensues, as history continues to 
teach, when a strong leader overpowers the wisdom of a 
representative body and the will of the people. 

 Concurrent winter term classes, ‘History of Freedom: 
Part 1” and “Russia under Communism”, produced this 
amalgam in an already confused mind. 

 
 
 

Editor’s Note: This is the first in a series of articles on global climate change by Dr. Lou Laux, former president of ICL and popular course leader for 14 years. The 
articles will bring a whole new perspective to the subject. Lou and wife Ann live in Springfield, OH.  
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At ICL’s general meeting in January, Julia Beeman 
presented Kay Lake with a certificate in recognition 
of her ten years of service as our very own "computer 
wizard".  A commemorative brick will be placed in 

her honor at the entrance to the Clegg Fine Arts 
Building.  
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Mar. 27 - 29 – YHC Choir Spring Concert, Glenn, 8 pm 

Mar. 28, Apr. 4, 18 & 25 - Rollins Planetarium presents 
Cosmic Concert 59, 8 pm 

Apr. 3 – Hoag Concert featuring DeKalb Symphony 
Orchestra, Glenn, 8 pm 

Apr. 10 – Student Art Show Opening, Campus Gate Art 
Gallery, 6:30 pm 

Apr. 12 - Springfest 

Apr. 17 - 19 – Theatre Young Harris presents The Beauty 
Queen of Leenane, Dobbs, 8 pm 

May 3 – Graduation 

May 5 – YHC 2008 Clay Dotson Open, Brasstown 
Valley Resort 

May 9, 16 & 30, June 13 & 20, July 11 & 18 - Rollins 
Planetarium presents Journey to the Edge of Space and 
Time, 8 pm 
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