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At ICL’s general meeting on January 13, 
former president Judy Baldwin and current 
president Fran Wallace presented Dr. Jim Hale 
with a framed image of the brick to be placed in 
the college campus walkway in his honor. Jim is 
retiring after leading 37 courses and seminars for 
ICL since his first class more than 17 years ago in the fall of 1992. One of ICL’s most 
popular course leaders, Presidential and wartime history his specialty, he also regaled us 
with sessions on Sousa Marches, the Ifs of History, and Crackpots and Crusaders. The 
brick will read, along with his name, “Reader, Thinker, Teacher, Friend”. We will miss 
Jim in the ICL classroom. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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ICL@YHC, an affiliate of Young Harris College and t he Elderhostel Institute Network, provides a forum for mature adults who have 
an interest in intellectual stimulation and cultura l enrichment. It is a not-for-profit, all-volunteer  organization and all members are 
invited to serve on the Executive Board. ICL, inclu ding, but not necessarily limited to, its members, officers, executive board, course 
leaders, classes, seminars, publications, and adver tising, does not advocate nor support any political , governmental, religious, or 
charitable agenda or policy and does not permit suc h advocacy or support in any ICL-sponsored activity . 
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It looks like the harsh weather is behind us now, 

and at ICL things are running more smoothly, too.  I did 
want to update you on the parking permits situation.  
Briefly, Norm Bennett and I had a meeting with Cathy 
Cox, YHC President, and Ron Roach, YHC 
representative to ICL.  At this meeting, we discussed 
parking and security with the emphasis on security.  
The college has decided that they need to have more 
control over parking as the school grows, and since ICL 
is part of that growth, we must abide by the college’s 
wishes.   One way to achieve that control is to register 
all cars that frequent the campus on a regular basis 
which, of course, includes ICL members.    As you 
know, our new Course Announcement contains a 
section on car registration.  It’s really important that you 
fill in that information and return it with your course 
selections.  You will not be charged for parking or for 
the parking permit.  ICL will absorb the cost of printing 

the permits and add that cost to our annual utility fee 
paid to the college.  You may still, at this time, park 
anywhere you can find a spot, but please do remember 
that there is parking across the street.  Cathy has 
promised to make the crosswalk safer! Registration and 
downloading into the college’s files is the first step in 
this process.  Permits will be issued at a later time.  I 
want to thank each of you in advance for cooperating 
with the college and ICL on this matter. 

Finally, I want to welcome Ron Roach, Vice 
President for Academic Affairs and Dean of the Faculty,  
to the ICL family as the new faculty liaison.  If you’ve 
ever had a course with Ron, you know what an 
engaging and enthusiastic person he is.  He is surely 
going to be as much of an asset to ICL as he is to the 
college.  I also want to thank most heartily Don Berry, 
Gene Hall, Charlie Hamilton, and Ron Wallace for 
volunteering to take some of the workload incurred by 
Norm and Bob.  ICL could not exist, let alone run as 
smoothly, without the hours of work spent by all our 
volunteers!  Next time you see one of these folks, thank 
them!  I know they will appreciate it. 

Have a wonderful spring semester.  See you in 
class.    

 ����������������
 

FROM YOUNG HARRIS COLLEGE PRESIDENT CATHY COX  
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HAPPY SPRING 
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Ron Roach, YHC Representative - Dr. Roach joined the YHC faculty in 2002 and was named the 
Maxwell Chair of Speech in 2007.  He was appointed Associate Vice President for Academic Affairs in 2008 
and Vice President for Academic Affairs and Dean of the Faculty in 2009. He holds a B.S. in Theology from 
Mid-Atlantic Christian University, an M.A. in Communication from the University of North Carolina and a 
Ph.D. in Communication from Regent University. His teaching area is Communication Studies.  His scholarly 
interests include 18th century Scottish rhetoric, Appalachian rhetoric, and the history of mass media, 
particularly radio, comic art and pulp magazines. He led an ICL course on the Golden Age of Radio. He has 

published articles in The Christian Standard, Popular Culture Review, and Review of Communication and has made numerous 
scholarly presentations.  
  

Dan Bartell, Member at Large - Dan lives in Blairsville with his wife Janan, Their children and 
grandchildren live in Colorado and Florida. Raised as a Seventh-day Adventist (SDA), Dan attended an SDA 
college near Chattanooga and completed his PhD in physics at the University of Kentucky. Dan was born in 
Boston, MA and has lived in Nashville, TN, Oak Ridge, TN, Ontario, Canada, and San Francisco, CA.  He 
retired three years ago from his most recent job at Affymetrix, a biotech company. Dan enjoys taking ICL 
classes, reading science journals at YHC’s Duckworth Library, landscaping, hiking, and traveling. He and 
Janan particularly like to travel – they visited the White House just before Christmas and explored the Costa Rican jungle last 
month.  Dan also enjoys digital photography, getting help from his son, who is one of Photoshop’s authors. 
 

Don Berry, Member at Large – When Don retired in 1992, he and wife Ann moved to Hiawassee to be 
near family – he has one daughter, two sons and five grandsons, most of whom live in the Atlanta area. Born 
and raised on a farm in central Indiana, Don earned a BS degree in agricultural administration from Purdue 
University. After serving in the navy for three years, he earned an MBA from the University of Michigan.  It 
was while he was attending the Naval Supply Corps School in Athens, GA that he met Ann Brewer, a UGA 
sophomore at the time, and married her two years later.  They have been married 54 years.  His 33-year career 
in industrial purchasing management with four different companies took him to Ohio, Indiana and 

Massachusetts. Don took up ultra light flying as a hobby that ended in 2000 with a forced landing that destroyed the craft. He 
enjoys taking ICL classes, watching old TV movies and college sports, and taking advantage of the many cultural programs and 
activities in the area 
  

Gene Hall, Member at Large - Gene finished Georgia State University and spent his 38-year career in 
data processing. After a time as sales manager for Burroughs Corp. in Columbia, SC, he owned and managed 
an Entre' Computer Center in Columbia.  This was during the beginning stages of the personal computer. He 
finished his career with Unisys Corp. in Atlanta where he managed the State of Georgia account for his 
division.  Gene and wife Joyce started visiting Young Harris because of friends and could not resist the area 
and the college.  They spent every weekend here before retiring, and moved here permanently as soon as they 
could. 

  

Rachel Reece, Member at Large - Rachel is a native of Union County and moved with her family as a 
young teen to Detroit, MI where she attended high school. She went from a two-room country school house 
in a town with no paved roads to a Detroit school that covered half a city block.  After graduation she 
returned to Georgia, moving to Atlanta for employment. She married and raised two sons with homes first in 
Cobb County and later Gwinnett County. With children grown up she became employed as a secretary for a 
federal agency, then retired and now is "back home full time," living in Blairsville, one mile from her 

birthplace. She enjoys getting to know her home county all over again.  Rachael also likes to take ICL classes in history, politics 
and theatre.  It’s difficult to choose, she said; there are so many good courses and you want to take every one. 
  

Bill Sutton, Member at Large – Bill, wife Karen and two senior dogs live in Blairsville. Over a span of 
25 years Bill was CEO of five Florida banks and president of the Florida Bankers Assn. Along the way he 
was appointed Florida’s Secretary of Commerce. His avocations are almost as impressive beginning with the 
fact that in his youth he water skied at Cypress Gardens, made bucks playing the vibes in a St. Petersburg 
cocktail lounge, and plays most brass instruments. Now he plays tennis, plays at golf and is a hunter and 
fisherman. Bill met Karen at a frat social at the University of Miami. They have two children - a son in New 
York and a daughter in CA. 
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by John Kay 

 

The death of Rod Chamberlain on 
February 10th came as no surprise.  He 
had learned less than a month earlier that 
his days were numbered.  And though his 
approach to this inevitable event was also 
no surprise--given our knowledge of this 

remarkable man and his love and appreciation of life--we 
were nonetheless deeply moved by the calm and 
deliberate manner in which he lived those last days. 

He shall be missed in many quarters, not the least of 
which is the community that is ICL.  He participated 
widely in many arenas of volunteer 
service, contributing generously of his 
time and considerable talents.  He 
and Betsy spread their wings from 
Suches in many useful directions.  
We have all been enriched by our contacts with Rod, 

and we shall never forget his 
radiant personality and his zeal for 
just about everything.  Though we 
could have wished him a longer 
stay, our hearts overflow with 
gratitude for the time we had with 
him and he with us. 

 

IN MEMORIAM 
Rodman Chamberlain 

�
He died as he lived--with dignity. 
  No mournful regrets 
  No raging at fate 
  No fearful pondering 
  No stubborn resistance 
  No loss of engagement. 
The plaintive plea of the Welsh poet 
  went unheeded… 
Rod went gentle into that good night. 
 
Vibrant he was in his going, 
Still squeezing from life 
  its succulent marrow, 
Savoring to the fullest 
  laughter, learning, 
  loving -- living. 
Could anyone do better than this? 
 
He died as he lived--with dignity: 
His is a legacy that lingers. 

 
by John Kay  

�
���������������������������������������� �

     ------------------------------------------------------------------------------ --------------------------------------------------------------------------------

by Bobbi Tower 
�
Have you sometimes wondered how others have come to enjoy ICL?  Maureen Ripper moved to Murphy, NC in 

1974 where she taught for 25 years.  Now that she’s retired, she is enjoying all that NC and north Georgia have to offer, 
only sorry that her husband died before taking advantage of retirement.  She enjoys the restaurants, Misty Mountain 
Quilters, YHC’s offerings, and especially ICL’s photography and drawing classes.�
Travelers we are!  Here are a few people you might want to contact for more about their trips: 

Kathy Tickner  comes from Epworth, north of Blue Ridge, to take ICL classes.   She and husband Dave took their 4th birding trip to 
Ecuador.  It’s beautiful, birding is wonderful, and orchids grow like weeds.   

Charlie & Jeanne Odom spent their 35th wedding anniversary in Costa Rica, enjoying especially the profusion of orchids and the 
nighttime fireworks at Arenal Volcano. 

Anne Mitchell visited the National Parks in Florida, thinking it would be warm there this winter. NOT!  She recommends several 
places in the Everglades and a trip to the Dry Tortugas. 

Judith & Leon Lee traveled in Europe last summer with daughter and husband.  Their itinerary included Giverny, Normandy Beach, 
the Loire Valley, Paris, and a train trip to Colmar.  I’m sure they’ll share details I haven’t space for here.   

Eleanore McDade took a cruise through the Panama Canal, stopping in Aruba, Cartagena, Colon, Limon, and Ocho Rios. She also was 
honored recently for her rendering of the local Glenda Gooch House in Blairsville.  Another of her pictures will be installed in the Bruton 
Memorial Library in Plant City, FL. 
Others have been busy too. 

Carol Smucker was a pianist for the Licklog Players’ recent production, “Hot ‘n Cole”. She also took a Campbell Folk School class in 
Native American Twining (finger weaving). 

Nancy & Paul Teryl will be giving a four-hand concert in Sarasota, FL in April.  The piano to be used was given by the Stravinsky 
family to the Sarasota Community Music School. 

John Kay, Janice Moore, Bettie Sellers, and others participated in a Byron Herbert Reece Day celebration at the Appalachian Studies 
Association conference on March 19th in Dahlonega.  All have been active in promoting recognition of Reece and the development of the 
Reece Farm & Heritage Center south of Blairsville. 

Thanks for all this, and do keep the fun information coming.                                                                                      ��������������������� ���
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by Eleanore C. McDade 
 

Yes, the mail must go thru…and it does! It goes thru a lot today what with all the 
mechanized machinery.  Back in frontier days, the “Pony Express” riders fought off 
Indians, robbers and the elements to deliver the mail. 

I can remember walking to the post office to buy a penny post card and for my 
mother, five three cent stamps, for a total of sixteen cents.  She would mail her bill 
payments with money orders from the post office and I would send my girlfriend a 
penny post card note. 

The local postman – and I say man because it was unheard of (back then) that a woman should 
deliver mail.  Yes, there were women clerks and maybe even an occasional post master, but they did 
not call her “post mistress” for reasons unbeknownst to me when I was a child. 

The mail went from deliveries that sometimes took months, to weeks, to days and now we have 
overnight and same day service.  The world has grown; this country’s population has burst from 
“sea to shining sea.”  Still, “The Mail Must Go Thru” no matter what the conditions… 

Now that is the crux of my expounding today.  With so many new private companies in the 
business of delivering the mail, the post office has had to “spiffy up!” No more rude clerks, 
moving slower as the lines grew.  Gone are the days of “take it or leave it!”  “Here, fill out 
these forms and then get back in line.” The clerks have had “etiquette” and PR training.  By PR 
training I mean – be pleasant with your rage! 

I recently received my winter edition of the ICL newsletter.  Oddly enough it was in a 
plastic bag.  At first I thought…Oh, a new service of the post office!  How exciting!  Then I 
opened it to find a shriveled up mess of shredded paper. You know, they have these new completely automated 
machines to speed up delivery… Do you think they put the PE’s in charge of operating them?  By the way, PE 
stands for Problem Employee. 

Well, I must say, in all fairness, that some dedicated and responsible employee was able to save my address 
label and thus make it possible for me to receive the mail.  Of course, you understand that it had already gone thru 

the “Sorting Machine.” S & M also means “shred and maul.” They made sure that “the mail 
must go thru!”  But the “thru” looked like it had passed thru the torture chambers of the 
Spanish Inquisition! 

Fortunately, with modern technology, I was able to turn on my computer, go to the 
Internet, make a few “clicks” with my trusty “mouse” (move on up silly Eleanore) and 
voila`! Out from my trusty printer came a fresh copy of the Winter Newsletter in living 
color!  Now, that’s no Pony Express!  I call it the Mouse Express! 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

“Representation of an Action" IS 
theatre says Dr. Roberta Rankin , 
and ICLers experienced this action 
during her winter class, (St)Ages of 
the Theatre. The layers of history, 
politics, architecture, mythology, and 
travel as we took our journey to the 
theatres of Greece, Rome, 

Renaissance Italy, and Elizabethan England were 
brought together like a road map of the times. Robbie 
presented each class with theatre passion and 
professional knowledge. She had her audience 
captivated. What a coup for ICL to have her teach. We 
felt so close to this time travel experience that many 
would like for Dr. Rankin to lead a trip to the areas she 
loves and shared. I hope this becomes a reality. 
Meanwhile, however, theatre will always be 
experienced at a different level, and before each 
performance I will recall Roberta Rankin's theatrical 
invitation, "It's all for you". 
 

by Joyce Hall 
�
�

�
�



 6 

�
�

�
�

�
�

�
�
�

�
�

��������	
����
���������
���������
�
�
�
�

Apr. 15 - Opening for Student 
Show, Campus Gate Art Gallery 
 
Apr. 22 – 25 - Theatre YHC, The 
Pirates of Penzance, Glenn, 7 pm 
(2 pm Sun.) 
 
Apr. 27 – YHC Concert Band, 
Plaza, 7 pm 
 
Apr. 9, 16, 23 – Cosmic Laser 
Concert, Rollins Planetarium, 8 
pm 
 

Apr. 30 - May 6 – YHC Final 
Exams 
 
May 8 – YHC Graduation 
 
May 14, 21, June 4, 18, July 9, 
16 – Stars, Rollins Planetarium, 
8 pm 
 
May 17 – Clay Dotson Open, 
Brasstown Valley Resort 
 
June 14 - July 16 – YHC 
Summer Term 
�

ICL SPRING NEWSLETTER  


